
City of York Council Committee Minutes 

MEETING STRATEGIC POLICY PANEL 

DATE 9 JUNE 2008 

PRESENT COUNCILLORS WALLER (CHAIR), RUNCIMAN 
(VICE-CHAIR), JAMIESON-BALL, POTTER, 
SCOTT, GILLIES, TAYLOR, VASSIE (SUBSTITUTE 
FOR CLLR SUE GALLOWAY), HYMAN 
(SUBSTITUTE FOR CLLR STEVE GALLOWAY), 
GUNNELL (SUBSTITUTE FOR CLLR SIMPSON-
LAING) AND KING (SUBSTITUTE FOR CLLR 
LOOKER) 

APOLOGIES COUNCILLORS STEVE GALLOWAY, 
SUE GALLOWAY, LOOKER AND SIMPSON-LAING 

 
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
Members were invited to declare at this point in the meeting any personal 
or prejudicial interests they might have in the business on the agenda.   
 
 

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
It was reported that there had been no registrations to speak at the 
meeting under the Council’s Public Participation Scheme. 
 
 

3. MINUTES  

 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the last meeting, held on 29 October 

2007, be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct 
record. 

 
 

4. REFERRAL OF DECISION: CALLED IN ITEM: BACK PARK PETITION - 

EXECUTIVE RESPONSE  

 
Members considered a report concerning the referral of a decision made 
by the Executive (Calling In) on 13 May 2008, in respect of the Executive’s 
original decision on 6 May on an item seeking their response to a petition 
about Back Park, which was presented to full Council in November 2007. 
 
The report set out the decisions of the Executive and the Executive 
(Calling In), the reasons for the referral by Cllr Scott, as Leader of the 
Labour Group, and the powers and role of the Strategic Policy Panel (SPP) 
in dealing with the referral. 
 
At the outset of the meeting, the following motion was moved by Cllr Waller 
and seconded by Cllr Jameson-Ball: 



 
“The Strategic Policy Panel recommends that the Executive ask Officers 
for a report to be prepared for the Full Council meeting on 30th June 
containing a recommendation that the resolution of the Executive (Calling 
in) meeting on 13th May is included in the Capital Programme in relation to 
the Balfour Street Play Area.” 
 
Following a debate on the issues, Cllr Scott moved, and Cllr Taylor 
seconded, an amendment to the above motion, as follows: 
 
“Delete all after ‘recommendation’ in the 3rd line and replace with: 
‘that the Balfour Street Play Area is removed from the Capital 
Programme’.” 
 
After further debate, Cllr Gillies moved, and Cllr Runciman seconded, an 
alternative amendment to Cllr Waller’s motion, as follows: 
 
“Delete all after ‘30th June’ in the 2nd line and replace with: 
‘with appropriate options and recommendations regarding the Balfour 
Street Play Area and that no further action is taken until the outcome of 
that meeting is known’.” 
 
Cllr Scott’s amendment was then put to the vote.  5 Members voted for and 
5 against the amendment; one Member abstained.  The Chair declined to 
use his casting vote and the amendment therefore fell. 
 
Cllr Gillies’ amendment was then put to the vote.  6 Members voted for and 
5 against the amendment, which was therefore declared carried. 
 
Finally, the motion as amended by Cllr Gillies’ amendment was put to the 
vote. 6 Members voted for the amended motion and 5 voted against.  
Accordingly, it was  
 
RESOLVED: That the Strategic Policy Panel recommends that the 

Executive ask Officers for a report to be prepared for the Full 
Council meeting on 30th June with appropriate options and 
recommendations regarding the Balfour Street Play Area and 
that no further action is taken until the outcome of that 
meeting is known.1 

 
REASON: In accordance with Constitutional procedures and to take 

account of the recommendations of the Scrutiny 
Management Committee (Calling In). 

 
Action Required  
1. Write report for Full Council   
 
 

 
SA  

 
 
A Waller, Chair 
[The meeting started at 4.35 pm and finished at 5.25 pm]. 


